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The intent of using the Essential Question format is to help students organize their notes and opinions in such a way as to make it easier for them to create logical, fact-based responses to essay questions.  Learning such a technique should make things easier for them in high school.  I trust that you will see a benefit from this program and would appreciate your help in checking through their written work.  
Thank you.








“Essential Questions”
 An “essential question” is a question, the answer of which strikes at the heart of an issue.  To answer such a question means that you have a deep understanding of a topic—that you really know it from the inside out.   It means that you can explain it in such a way that your listener or reader is able to understand it with the same depth as you.  It’s like telling “The whole truth and nothing but the truth,” by supporting every statement you make with facts and examples.  It is expressed in such a way that it paints a detailed picture of a topic that is clear to all.
“Essential Definitions”
These are terms that you will need to understand and remember.  You will use them to help you explain and justify your answers to some of the Essential Questions for this unit  and for future units this year and the next, so… HOLD ONTO THEM!

“Essential Definitions”
“imperialism”- a policy used by the government of a country to expand by taking control of the territory of another nation or culture for political, economic or cultural reasons.  (A stronger government takes over a weaker one for financial gain, to defend its way of life or to spread its form of government.)
 
“Manifest Destiny” -  imperialism which is justified as being “necessary” or “for the good of others”.  
 
“culture” - the beliefs, customs, ways of life,  etc., of a particular society, group, place, or time
 
“Social Darwinism” –  the belief that those who are stronger are meant to rule or control those who are weaker.  (AKA: “Survival of the Fittest”)

